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Good afternoon and spiritual greetings all my fellow brothers and Sisters present here and
congratulations to my fellow African Brother, Mr. Senna as chair of this session. I am Ms.
Anna Festus from the #Khomani San Peoples based in the Northern Cape Province, Southern
Kalahari, semi desert Areas. The San were amongst the first indigenous peoples who've gain
back our land after democracy in March 1999. The San are the original inhabitants of Southern
Africa and are commonly known as Bushmen or San and are the most marginalized groups
within South - Africa. As a hunter{atherer people they depend largely on access to land and
natural resources. We recently formed the Kalagadi Youth and Women's Development
Network, which will mainly, operates within all areas of the Southern Kalahari as currently no
community or grassroots organization of this nature exist within the Southern Kalahari. And as
proven by years, we as women should and I do believe that we have the spiritual power in
changing the mentality amongst ourselves and also within the community. Also as lndigenous
women in my area greatly lacks information and empowerment. Looking back at our history us,
the San realize that we have ended up as the poorest of the poor. We still do not have much
influence on our countries' governments and we have lost almost all our rights over our
ancestral land and natural resources. My fellow San also feel the pain of our declining cultural
values and of the fact that their children are often lacking access to tertiary formal education.

We, the San have been and still are displaced from our land, which destroys our livelihoods and
the denial of access to traditional food and medicine, which resulting in the loss of cultural and
indigenous knowledge. Often the San have been forced off their ancestral land without
compensation or rights of ownership. Therefore the various San groups of southern Africa
regarded the fight for their rights to access to land and natural resources as one of their main
objectives. The current situations is that white farmers started occupying our land for farming
purposes through the entering of illegal leasing practices which is a reflection ofthe apartheid
regime. We still encounter very great concern with matters such as education; illiteracy,
unemployment and the demolishing of our cultural and linguistic values, which includes the old
traditional San traditional dances, called the Trance Dances with are busy dying out within the
Southern Kalahari. For me as lndigenous women it is a great concern, what am I without my
cultural ldentity?

Recent developments with regards to the land claims in South Africa are as follows: on a recent
two day national Khoi and San delegation were held in Kimberley in the Northern Cape
Province, Held within the Northern Cape Province, whereby approximately 1000 San and Khoi
delegates attend the dialogue, Minister on Rural Development and Land Affairs, Mr. Gugile
Nkwinti stated and I quote "lt is time to redress the situation on land claims'. This dialogue
comes after President Jacob Zuma has in his announcement within the State of the Nation
address of 2013 that government had decided to reopen the lodging of land claims. lt would
explore exceptions with a 1913 cut-off date for heritage sites, historical landmarks and for
descendants of the Khoi and the San. lt would help them lodge their claims and help the
department to reverse the "negative effects ofthe 1913 Native's Land Act" This Natives Land



Act contributed a lot in creating triple challenges of poverty, unemployment, and inequality
confronting our country today. The department had already started the process of amending
the Restitution of Land Rights Act to provide for re-opening the lodging of restitution claims. For
the Khoi and San communities, these developments present greater opportunities because the
first window of opportunity restricted them to urban areas. He also said that national cohesion
would be superficial if the Khoi and San continued to occupy the periphery while the rest of
South Africans occupied the centre stage in nation building. Historically the Khoi-San is a
unifying name for two ethnic groups who share physical and linguistic characteristics. The Khoi
and San were the most brutalized by colonialists who tried to make them extinct and
undermined their language and identity.

Herewith the Followinq Recommendations:

We acknowledge the commitments and efforts of our South - African Government in addressing
the needs of our peoples by the formulation and implementation of appropriate policies related
to our various issues, hence these needs to be address as a matter of urgency, as such delays
broadens the gap of the injustices of the past and unsatisfied needs of our peoples.

. We recommend that the South - African Government to establish a standing committee
which will immediately addressing the long outstanding matters with regard to the
Human Rights lssues and relevant matters and also to continuously monitoring the
progress with regard to San and Khoi Related lssues .

. We also recommend that CPA management structures which are the legislative
constituencies who manage and guided our land restitutions , pertaining their objectives
and relevancy be reviewed and readdress, as this very system is currently seriously
disabling us as lndigenous Peoples within South - Africa.

. We call on the government to invest in specifically in the education of girl child within the
San Communities.

We also recommend that basic services such as clean drinking water, sanitation and
proper housing for the # Khomani San Peoples being address with urgency.

We recommend with regard to the reopening op the land restitutions within South -
Africa with special emphasis in redressing the need for cultural and Heritage practices.

We recommend for the availability of Resources and Support, on social, cultural,
economically levels towards the development of the lndigenous Women and Youth of
San and Khoi Communities, with special emphasize on our situations in the Southern
Kalahari which is still greatly underdeveloped

We call on the continuous support in order for us as San Representatives to attend
these forums, and looking forward to see a youth of San and Khoi delegations taking
pari within the matters of this forum I further thank our lndigenous Brothers and Sisters
of the World for the continuous alliance and support to the indigenous Peoples of the
African Region.

I THANK YOU.


